
STEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIP  

REPORT REPORT   
  

  

        20082008-- 20092009  



StewardshipStewardshipStewardship   

ñSt. Thomas of 

Villanova has been 

my parish for more 

than 50 years. I have 

always felt at home 

in my parish.ò  

 

             Kay Mashett 

             Oldest living 

                parishioner 

St. Thomas of Villanova A Message from the Pastor... 

Dear Friends, 

 Once again, it is a pleasure to celebrate Stewardship at St. 

Thomas of Villanova parish. This Annual Stewardship Report is like a 

mirror for us to gaze into the past year.  Our gratitude for Godôs 

blessings continually motivates so many to be involved in our parish 

community by sharing their Time, Talent and Treasure! This report will 

cover all three aspects of Stewardship because they are all equally 

important. Overall, it has been a very good year.  Our ministries 

continue to grow, with the most recent addition of New 

Horizons - Careers in Transition, which is geared to helping those 

experiencing some difficulties concerning employment.  What is most 

extraordinary about this ministry is that once again the idea for the 

ministry came from a parishioner!  When everyone is ready to share 

their gifts and talents we are blessed and aware of Stewardship.  When 

someone is also ready to organize a new ministry, I know that we are 

becoming even more aware of the meaning of Stewardship. 

  In the spring we distributed a newsletter concerning our parish ministries with a special emphasis 

on ministries that needed help. They were highlighted in red. From what I hear from my staff, I do not think that 

the newsletter significantly helped those ministries.  We continue to need people to work as Hospitality Greeters at 

our weekend liturgies, to name just one ministry. 

 In the fall we invited the McKenna Stewardship Ministry to come and speak at our weekend liturgies 

concerning Tithing.  The individuals who spoke were excellent and there were a number of mailings so everyone 

could read their talks again and reflect more deeply on Tithing.  It has been difficult to fully measure the effect of 

their efforts since the economy went into a real tailspin.  Our collections this year were below last year. However, 

last year was a truly extraordinary year. We finished last year in the red but the parish also experienced the effect 

of lowering interest rates.  A real positive is that the total collections were more than we had budgeted. 

 Our number of active parishioners is remaining constant. Our Religious Education program 

continues to expand.(Presently 235 students)  We have wonderful liturgies that encourage full and active 

participation.  Our music is truly uplifting and our various liturgical ministers are extraordinary. We continue to 

encourage parents to witness to their faith with their children by bringing them to mass each week. In spite of that, 

I see a problem in which we probably have about 33% of the parish attending our weekend liturgies.  That may be 

the average for most parishes these days but it is not something in which I rejoice; 66% of parishioners do not 

come on a weekly basis.  As great a parish as we are, we always need the strength and insight that comes from our 

weekly worship together.  That worship gives us the spirit to fully share our Time, Talent and Treasure. 

 In all, we celebrate how God has blessed us as a parish community and how we in turn share those bless-

ings.  We also celebrate the presence of the Spirit encouraging us to understand and live Stewardship more fully. 

The ñrestless heartò of St. Augustine is alive within us!! 

 

Peace, 

Fr. Rich 

 

 



 

St. Francis Inn Ministry 
Each month the Saint Thomas of Villanova parish organizes 

volunteers to give a few hours every third Sunday to help prepare and serve a hot lunch. 

The concept is simple but important. Those in need are our ñguestsò;  

families with children, the physically challenged and those who have lost their way, for 

whatever reason, make up the clientele. Some are ñregularsò, some are new, but all are 

welcome.  

òThe transaction between host and guest is not an impersonal one. Like the food at 

the Inn it is basic, but it is always satisfying and good. The heartfelt òthank youó and 

the smiling òyouõre welcomeó are subtle reminders of our humanity and obligations to 

each other.ó 

Ruth & Joe Reeder 

St. Francis Inn Ministry Coordinators  

Ministries at St. Thomas of Villanova  

G.O.O.D. Stewards Camp 
Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grade students spend a week doing hands on service projects for 

Godôs children. In a recent service project the campers cleaned pews at St. Augustine 

Church in Center City, Philadelphia. 

 

 

ServeServeServe 

To strengthen the sense of community within the 
parish and to create an atmosphere of Catholic 
Christian fellowship, welcome, and love at all 
times. 

Parish Goal 


