SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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SIXTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

Stewardship Thought for the Week

“Woe to you who are rich, for you have received your
consolation.” Luke 6:24

Jesus’ words to the crowd can seem harsh to all of us who
enjoy the many blessings of living in one of the richest
countries of the world. Yet, in reality the sin is not in being
rich. The sinis in failing to share our blessings. When was
the last time you looked at your income and determined
what percentage you were giving to those who had less
than you? Remember the Bible teaches us to give 10%.
How close are you to that level of giving?

Dear Friends,

"This is going to be my best Lent ever!" I think I
remember saying these words over and over throughout my life. I
think I can say it again with the hope that everything I would like
to do I will be able to do...this time. Lent begins next
Wednesday, February 17th as we celebrate Ash Wednesday. Itis
another time to begin doing those things that can make us better
Christians, better Catholics and also better individuals. As we
grow in our faith , our families, and our parish become stronger.
The Church lives out call of Christ.

There are many reasons to make this the best Lent ever.
We owe it to ourselves. Refreshing ourselves through prayer,
fasting and almsgiving ( the three hallmarks of Lent) will create
the type of person we need to be. If we don't aim high we
probably won't do much at all. If we fail in what we plan, we start
over because we know the seriousness of this season which leads
us to the most important celebration of the year: the Sacred
Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday). Our
call is to always live the Paschal Mystery, the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, in our lives. That is our goal in this
Christian life. Let's make it the best!

There are many helps available to you: the little black
books which can be used for prayer; the flyer sent out with all the
Lenten activities; the insert in today's bulletin, all have great ideas
to make this Lent the best.

One thing in particular that I would like to mention is our
Lenten Retreat which will be the held on the four Thursdays of
March. Dr. Peter Spitaler and Fr. Joseph Farrell, O.S.A. will be
leading us on this retreat. Both are extraordinary individuals and I
know this retreat will be the highlight of my Lent. The complete
four nights will be most rewarding but if you cannot make one, |
hope that does not keep you from attending the others. Each night
will be a unit in itself but all four will be best. You owe it to
yourself to take part in this retreat!

With all of this, I need to ask you to work on something
special during Lent. I realize the difficulties of getting out when it
snows and I thank all of you who participated in last weekends
liturgies. Maybe this is not the time to ask you to be more diligent
about getting to mass on time but this is a problem with or without
snow. At the same time leaving early is just as big a concern for
me. Last weekend I was coming from the Monastery on campus
to the 9:00am mass. As I drove up I thought I was going to be late
because people were leaving. When I went into the Rosemont
Chapel I found that people were still receiving Holy Eucharist.
Now there may be a situation when someone has to leave but I do
not think so many have to leave week after week. There are also
those who stay past communion but as soon as they announce the
final song they bolt. If you are looking for something to do
during Lent, may I suggest getting to Church on time and staying
until the presider goes down the aisle. You owe it to yourself and
to the others in our parish community.

Peace,
Fr. Rich
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ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE
FEBRUARY 17, 2010

Ash Wednesday Services in Rosemont Chapel
12:05pm—Mass & Distribution of Ashes
5:30pm—Liturgy of the Word & Distribution

of Ashes
7:00pm— Mass & Distribution of Ashes

Ash Wednesday Services in Villanova Church
12:05pm—Mass & Distribution of Ashes
5:20pm— Mass & Distribution of Ashes
8:00pm— Liturgy of the Word & Distribution
of Ashes

FAST AND ABSTINENCE
AND OTHER ACTS OF PENANCE
FOR LENT 2010

The Bishops of the United States prescribe, as
minimal obligation, that all persons who are
fourteen years of age and older are bound to abstain from
eating meat on Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2010, on
all the Fridays of Lent and Good Friday. Further, all
persons eighteen years of age and older, up to and
including their fifty-ninth birthday, are bound to fast by
limiting themselves to a single full meal on Ash Wednesday
and on Good Friday, while the other two meals on those
days are to be light.

All the faithful are encouraged, when possible, to
participate at Mass and to receive the Holy Eucharist daily,
to celebrate frequently the Sacrament of Penance, to
undertake spiritual reading, especially the study of the
Sacred Scriptures, and to participate in parish Lenten
devotions as well as Lenten education programs. Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament is especially recommended.

All are encouraged to participate in “Operation
Rice Bowl,” which has aided countless hungry persons
here in the Archdiocese as well as throughout our nation
and our world.

Special Note: Because the Feast of Saint Joseph will be
on a Friday in Lent this year, the obligation to abstain
from meat does not bind on the Solemnity of Saint
Joseph, Friday, March 19, 2010.

Archdiocese of Philadelphia
Office of the Cardinal
222 North 17th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1299

Lent 2010
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

May the grace and peace of the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you!

Through the solemn forty days of Lent the Church
unites herself each year to the mystery of the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Our desire to confirm ourselves more
fully to Christ each day is given expression during this holy
season through acts of penance. We have all been made
one with Christ through Baptism. Penance offers us the
opportunity to allow the sanctifying grace of this Sacrament
to unfold more completely in our lives.

Efforts at reconciliation, concern for the salvation of
one’s neighbor, the practice of charity, care for the poor,
prayer, the exercise and defense of justice and the
endurance of persecution for righteousness’ sake are all
means by which we can take up our cross each day and
become untied to Christ more fully.

| encourage you to embrace these works of love of
God and neighbor during the days of Lent so as to be
prepared to renew the promises of your baptism at Easter
and so be more fully a part of the life of Christ and his
Church. In particular, | recommend to all of you the
reception of the Sacrament of Penance, by which our Lord
Jesus Christ personally offers His mercy and love.

Sincerely in Christ,
Cardinal Justin Rigali
Archbishop of Philadelphia

CAMPAIGN
UPDATE

THANK YOU

Thank you to all our parishioners for your support
of the Heritage of Faith-Vision of Hope Campaign.
We are grateful to all who continue to send in
their pledges and support this campaign.
Through your generosity we have raised to date
$1,208,510 or 90% of our goal. We are almost there!

Although the campaign officially ended January 31,
our parish will still receive the 35% of any
pledges we return. If you have a pledge you
would like to send, please complete it and either
mail it in, drop it at the Parish Center or you
may drop it in the offertory basket next weekend.

Thank you again for your continued support.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

PRAYERLINE

The parish prayerline is waiting for your prayer request.
This week call the parish center to activate the parish
prayerline. Two parish teams are available for your special
intentions.

PROJECT HOPE

Project Hope is a transportation ministry for our Parish. If
you need a ride to your medical appointments or to food
shop this week, please call the parish center. Please give
at least 3 days notice.

DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP

Dinners to the Doorstep ministers to parish families who are
in crisis or to parish couples welcoming a new baby home.
Homemade dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators
keep a list of volunteers for this ministry and volunteers are
called as needed. If you are in need of this delicious
community support, please call the parish center.

ST. FRANCIS INN

We are forming a parish work group to serve the midday
meal at the St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday,
February 21st. The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily
needs of the poor and homeless people they serve with
food, clothing and hospitality.

For more information and to sign up, contact our parish
center.

Schedule of Events for the
week of: February 14, 2010
Recitation of the Rosary
After the daily Liturgy.

(Monday through Saturday)

Monday, February 15, 2010 - President’s Day

Daily Mass 9:00AM
OFFICE CLOSED

PRESCHOOL CLOSED

Tuesday, February 16, 2010

Golden Bells - Aud 10:00AM
BP Screening after 12:05 Mass

Eldernet Board - Aud 2:00PM
OLBS Mentors 2:30PM
Bible Study - PC4 7:00PM
Youth Group - High School 7:30PM
Choir Practice VNCH 7:30PM
Genasis Bells - Aud 7:30PM
Step Parenting Group - PC2 7:30PM

Wednesday, February 17, 2010—ASH WEDNESDAY
SEE ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE FOR MASSES
AND DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES

Exercise Program - Aud 10:00AM
No Religious Education Program

New Horizons - PC1 7:00PM
Thursday, February 18, 2010

Rosemont Presbyterian Village Mass 9:00AM
Walking with Purpose - Aud 9:30AM
Bible Study - PC2 10:30AM
Friday, February 19, 2010

Saturday, February 20, 2010

Family Life Ice Skating Party at Skatium 1:30PM
Sunday, February 21, 2010

Word of God 9:00AM
St. Francis Inn 9:00AM
Religious Education Program 10:10AM

RCIA 11:45AM
Rosemont Village Prayer Service 10:30AM

President’s Day

Monday, February 15, 2010

The Daily Mass is at 9:00 AM.
The Parish Office and Preschool are
closed.
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“Masses in Interpreted American Sign Language”
On the Second and Fourth Sunday of each month, we
have scheduled an American Sign Language Interpreter for
our 9:00am Mass in the Rosemont Chapel. The Interpreter

will be here on February 28, 2010.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK:

Monday Jas 1:1-11; Mk 8:11-13
Tuesday Jas 1:12-18; Mk 8:14-21
Wednesday JI 2:12-18; 2 Cor 5:20—6:2;
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday Dt 30:15-20; Lk 9:22-25
Friday Is 48:1-9a; Mt 9:14-15
Saturday Is 58:9b-14; Lk 5:27-32
Sunday Dt 26:4-10; Rom 10:8-13;

Lk 4:1-13

FEED THE HUNGRY MINISTRY

The Feed the Hungry Ministry will be serving on “St.
Thomas Night” at the Life Center of Eastern Delaware
County on Saturday, March 6th.

If you can prepare a meatloaf, a potato casserole,
salads, desserts or make sandwiches for distribution,
please call the parish center.

Thank you for your assistance.

OPERATION RICE BOWL

Lent begins this week with Ash Wednesday. As
part of our community’s observance of Lent, we ask all
families to participate in Catholic Relief Services’ Operation
Rice Bowl, a program of prayer, fasting, learning and giving.
Please be sure to take home a Rice Bowl packet and follow
this simple yet powerful Lenten practice.

Rice bowls will be available at the Lenten Resource
table this week or at the Parish Center during the week.

BIBLE STUDY

The Psalms Il

This study includes two lessons each on the royal psalms, psalms
of lament, and psalms of declarative praise. 7 sessions
Israel’s Story - Part One

This book explores Old Testament history, theology, and stories,
from the creation accounts of Genesis to the fall of the Northern
Kingdom and its prophets. 7 sessions
Israel’s Story - Part Two

This study continues to explore Israel’s history and theology, from
the division of the kingdom, through the prophets to the southern
kingdom of Judah, the Exile in Babylon, and the return to restore
Jerusalem. 7 sessions

7-8:15pm in the Parish Center

1st Session - February 16, 2010

Thursday Mornings: 10:30-11:45am in the Parish Center
1st Session - February 18, 2010

Facilitator: Dr. Ernie Sherretta

Bring your Bible. We provide the study materials.

To register and reserve your copy of study materials, please

call 610-525-4801, ext 204, or email

rel.ed@stv.comcastbiz.net

Tuesday Evenings:

THANK Yyou!

On Martin Luther King Day of Service, our parish
children made hygiene bags for the children of “Running
Strong” a youth program for the LaKota Indian children in
Eagles Butte, South Dakota.

This is a thank you from “Running Strong”.....

To everyone who was a part of the 2010 Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day:
Thank you for supporting Running Strong.
We really appreciate your generous hearts, time
and talents!
Thank you!
Mandy, Richard, Megan & Tom
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The Family Life Committee of
St. Thomas of Villanova Parish
Community invites you to an

ICE SKATING PARTY
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2010
at
The SKATIUM
1004 Darby Road
Havertown, Pennsylvania

1:30pm—3:00pm - Snacks, Juice and Soda in upstairs
room at the Skatium
1:45-3:15pm Skate Session (Skates available to rent).

PLEASE BRING A DESSERT
TO SHARE!

RSVP NEEDED for planning:
Please place response in Offertory
Basket at weekend Liturgies or fax to
610-525-6041, or email
office@stv.comcastbiz.net.

Any questions, call Mimi and Kraig Null at 610-649-8346.
In case of snow, call the parish center at 610-525-4801.

Family Name:

Number Attending: Adults Children

Phone Number:

“More than 1 Million NEW people are diagnosed with
cancer each year... Many of them will need blood,
sometimes daily, during their chemotherapy treatment.”

The #1 reason donors say they give blood is because
they “want to help others.”

You can sign up on-line at www.pleasegiveblood.org/donate
Use Sponsor Code: 4051

STV YOUTH SPORTS NEWS:

Spring track registration is now open to all in grades
4 through 8. Practices won't start until March. Meets will
be on Sunday afternoons. Registration will end on
February 22"

Please visit the website www.wagdogs.com to sign
up. Any questions please email Joe Manion at
Joe.Manion1@gmail.com

Calling all students interested in softball, baseball or
track with the CYO. Please register at www.wagdogs.com.

All public, parochial and private school parishioners from
Our Mother of Good Counsel and St. Thomas of Villanova
in grades 5 - 8 are eligible to participate.

All spring track participants should register at St.
Katherine’s as noted above.

If you have any CYO questions, please contact Beverly
Owsik at 610-525-7439 or mbmmbj6@comcast.net.

St. Thomas of Villanova
American Red Cross Blood Drive
Monday, March 8, 2010
Rosemont Auditorium
1:30pm-7:30pm

Be the one we can count on.
Make your appointment today
Call Parish Coordinator,
Carole Grace at 610-525-1353.


http://www.wagdogs.com/
mailto:Joe.Manion1@gmail.com
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PEACE & JUSTICE COMMITTEL

Care of God’s Creation: Our Journey Continues

God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.
(Genesis 2:3)

The story of the seventh day points to the restfulness of God. It is not opposed to the wild creative energies of the second day,
but is the revealing of another dimension of God’s creativity. The seven days of Genesis are not a chronological account of the
emergence of the universe in the past but a meditation on the ever-present mystery of creation. The life of creation is a visible expression
of the One who is essentially invisible, an intelligible sign of the One who is beyond knowledge. Just as the first day points to the light that
is always at the heart of life, so the seventh reflects the stillness that is part of God’s ongoing creativity.

This is a pattern that we find woven through the whole of creation. Night is followed by day, sleeping by waking. Similarly in the
rhythm of the seasons, the winter earth and its stillness is followed by the spring’s energy and blossom. The time of infolding is related to
the period of unfolding. The fallowness of the ground is part of the earth’s cycle of fruitfulness and abundance. The one does not occur
without the other. Creation’s outward profusion of life is rooted in its inner capacity for rest and renewal.

There is a seminal force that is within the earth. It is part of plant life and animal life as well as human life. The hidden energy of
a seed is prepared over periods of relative stillness, whereas its expression is a bursting forth over shorter periods of time. These are
followed by intervals of regenerative resting so that in time more seed can be produced. Without the rhythm of restfulness and production,
the earth’s cycles of life would break down. In the Genesis account of creation a refrain occurs after each day. ‘There was evening and
there was morning’, it says. The day is seen as coming out of the night. The energy and creativity of the daytime emerge from the dark
stillness and restfulness of the night.

As the pattern of restfulness and creativity is seen to be part of the nature of God, so is this combination woven through the fabric
of human nature, made in the image of God. The extent to which we are divorced from the complementary rhythms of restfulness and
creativity is the extent to which we are cut off from patterns of well-being within ourselves and in our relationships. If we fail to establish
regular practices of stillness and rest, our creativity will be either exhausted or shallow. Creativity without rest, and productivity without
renewal, leads to an exhaustion of inner resources.

Nature has provided us with patterns of stillness and creativity, of night followed by day and fallowness by fruitfulness. A lack of
rest is destructive of nature’s goodness. Like evil, it destroys rather than creates. It saps energy instead of building up life forces within us.
Grace is given to restore our memory, to remind us of the place that rest has in the sustaining and liberating of our God-given beauty and
vitality. As important as the patterns of outer restfulness are, they point to even greater significance of inner stillness. A deeper rest is
required if we are to be renewed at inner depths. Meditation in part, is about being reconnected to the stillness of God. It is a discipline
intended not to draw us away from life but to strengthen us for a deeper engagement in life. Meditative prayer renews us within so that
outwardly we may take up our responsibilities of relationship and commitment.

Meditating is a way of being renewed in the stillness of God within us. Repeat silently the words from Psalm 46, ‘Be still and
know that | am God.’ At the same time allow images from your memories of stillness, from creation, as well as from your own
life, to be recalled within you.

The meditations on the seven days of the creation have been taken from “The Book of Creation - an Introduction to Celtic Spirituality”
by J. Philip Newell. (Paulist Press)

New Horizons St. Thomas of Villanova Parishioners
Careers in Transition are mvited to a Parish Forum

Tuesday, March 2, 2010 at 12:45pm
after the 12:05 Mass in the Rosemont Auditorium
No RSVP is necessary.
Employment advisor, Kenny Hanson, Hanson Bring your own lunch, beverages provided.
Consulting, will provide insights into this issue and the

"Why Am | Not Getting Responses To
Resumes I Sent Out?"

challenges of turning the resume into an interview. 7@”2 g’fammx

Are you qualified for the position you are applying A Parish Son Tells his story of
for? Are you sending a cover letter? Is your resume yeer’ng I the U.S. Army 5’}5&122[ Jorces
adequate? A_re you getting your resume in the right hands? . /7”ﬂq dMﬂjgﬂdnlﬁ‘ﬂn
Are you sending your resume on-line? Are you sending Py
your resume at the right time of day? Presenter: J. J. Williamson

Kenny Hanson will address the importance of all J.J. Williamson grew up in our parish community. He
these questions, as well as the questions you may have attended ST/GC School, Carroll H.S., West Point. J.J., an
regarding your own resume. Please join with New officer, had two tours of duty in Iraqg and Afghanistan.
Horizons for this valuable seminar. J.J.is currently in law school. He met his wife, Hope, at

West Point. They have a new daughter and are back as
parishioners at STV.




