FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FEBRUARY 7, 2010

FIFTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

Stewardship Thought for the Week

AThen | heard the voice of
send? Who wil |l go for us?6
Isaiah 6:8

Every day d in little ways and in big ways 8 God asks,
AWhom shall I send?0o
new ministry or just someone to open a door for an

overburdened stranger, God constantly looks to see if we
are willing to respond with the eagerness that Isaiah
showed when he answered,

Dear Friends,

My sincere thanks to all those who returned
pledge cards for the Archdiocesan Capital Campaign,
Heritage of Faith - Vision of Hope last week as well as this
past weekend. There were some pledges from $10,000 to
$1,000 and many one time gifts. | appreciate the
willingness of so many to participate. Your intentions are
the most significant part and every gift is significant. All |
ever asked was for you to pray about your gift and do
what you could. While our phase of the campaign is
"officially" over we are still accepting pledges and one time
gifts to the campaign. We have additional

t he

AnHer e

Commitment cards at the parish office. Please call if you
need one or if you have any questions.
Many parishioners were able to make sizable
pledges. We have done well towards reaching our goal with
your help. During the campaign it became very evident to
me how much the difficulties in the economy have
touched many in our parish in various ways. | pray that
things get better. In some conversations | have mentioned
New Horizons, our transition ministry, and suggested this
could be a help. Paul Frank and his fellow volunteers have
done a fantastic job helping people through a difficult time.
Thanks to the Co-Chairs of the Executive
Committee Joe Manion and Jim Murray and all the
members of the committee, Tom Colligan, Kristen Traynor,
Mike Luby, John Braithwaite, Jack Brennan, Peter Vieira
and Tony DeCarlo for your leadership, advice and help
through the parish phase of the campaign. There were also
a number of faithful individuals who came for a number of
evenings to make phone calls. Without everyone's help we
could not have been as successful as we have
been. THANKS!
L m d0ddays weywill begin Ledt.\Wesy we will begih | I
Léntl &Vvihen Edsterasrsqg early (Aprit 3ndithis year) Asle n d  me |
Wednesday really creeps up on us very fast. At the same
time | see Lent as a time for us to slow down a bit and
concentrate on some serious things in our lives. We will be

Wh e t h e rsending out @ broshurewith oue Leritenm activitids sooroand a

you can always find them in the bulletin, on the parish web
site as well as our information centers in the Villanova
Church and the Rosemont Chapel.

| Wae are stillsn@ndidary timee!aid again see some
individuals heeding a call from God to serve him: Isaiah in
the 1st reading to be a prophet and Simon (Peter) and the
two brothers, James and John to be disciples (fishers of
men). "Why is it that they and we, can be so reluctant at
times to think of ourselves as being called or as being
worthy to be called?0 Peter
Lord, for I am a sinful man." Isaiah said to God, "Woe is
me, | am doomed! For | am a sinful man of unclean lips." |
think you realize that they are not the only ones who
responded this way. Isaiah did well as a prophet and the
others did well as disciples and Apostles because they
realized they needed God and Jesus to be the central focus
of their lives. If we are the focus or we think it is our work
we are doomed to fail. When we open ourselves and allow
God to lead us and guide us - there is no limit as to how
much will be accomplished. Could Lent be the time for us to
search ourselves and our hearts to see where God/Jesus
truly is?? Is He at the center or on the periphery??

Peace,
Fr. Rich

P.S. Have you decided when you will be going to see
Godspell at the Villanova Church? Call the office for
more information.



ST. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA PARISH
ROSEMONT, PENNSYLVANIA

FEBRUARY 7, 2010

Campaign Update
THANK YOU!

Thank you to all our parishioners for your
support of the Heritage of Faith-Vision of
Hope Campaign.

Through your generosity we have raised
to date $1,134,490 or 84% of our goal
The campaign officially ended
January 31, but our parish
will still receive the 35% of any pledges
we return. If you have a pledge you
would like to send, please complete it
and either mail it in, drop it at the
Parish Center or you may drop it in
the offertory basket next weekend.
Thank you.

oPrepare Ye the
Villanova Student Musical Theatre
Presents...

GODSPELL

Directed By, Fr. David Cregan, O.S.A.

Wa y

When: February 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 at 8PM;
February 13th at 2PM
Where: St. Thomas of Villanova Church on Main Campus
of Villanova University
Ticket Prices: $10 per person
$6 for Students purchased in advance at the Connelly
Center

Tickets will be available at the Connelly Center and they are
also available online at www.villanovatix.com. You can also
place tickets on reserve to be paid for at the door if you
would like to email VSMT at novavsmt@gmail.com .

Some tickets will be available through the St. Thomas
Parish Center at 610-525-4801.

ASH WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 17, 2010

Ash Wednesday Services in Rosemont Chapel
12:05pmd Mass & Distribution of Ashes
5:30pmd Liturgy of the Word & Distribution

of Ashes
7:00pmd Mass & Distribution of Ashes

Ash Wednesday Services in Villanova Church
12:05pmd Mass & Distribution of Ashes
5:20pmd Mass & Distribution of Ashes
8:00pmd Mass & Distribution of Ashes

NOTE: Our full Lenten Program, located in this
bull etin, i's on a
convenience.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK:

Monday
Tuesday

1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13; Mk 6:53-56
1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30; MKk 7:1-13

Owkdnesdayh Bxgs 1h:1a0rmid7:14-28

Thursday 1 Kgs 11:4-13; Mk 7:24:30

Friday 1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19; Mk 7:31-37
Saturday 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 12:33-34; Mk 8:1-10
Sunday Jer 17:5-8; 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20;

Lk 6:17, 20-26

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
ON
FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY 12, 2010
FOR A STAFF RETREAT DAY !
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

PRAYERLINE

The parish prayerline is waiting for your prayer request.
This week call the parish center to activate the parish
prayerline. Two parish teams are available for your special
intentions.

PROJECT HOPE

Project Hope is a transportation ministry for our Parish. If
you need a ride to your medical appointments or to food
shop this week, please call the parish center. Please give
at least 3 days notice.

DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP

Dinners to the Doorstep ministers to parish families who are
in crisis or to parish couples welcoming a new baby home.
Homemade dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators
keep a list of volunteers for this ministry and volunteers are
called as needed. If you are in need of this delicious
community support, please call the parish center.

ST. FRANCIS INN

We are forming a parish work group to serve the midday
meal at the St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday,
February 21st. The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily
needs of the poor and homeless people they serve with
food, clothing and hospitality.

For more information and to sign up, contact our parish
center.

Schedule of Events for the

week of:

February 7, 2010

Recitation of the Rosary

After the daily Liturgy.

(Monday through Saturday)

Monday, February 8, 2010
Rosemont Manor Ministry
Stewardship Council Meetingd PC1

Tuesday, February 9, 2010
Golden Bells - Aud

OLBS Mentors

Bible Study - PC4

Youth Group - Middle School
Choir Practice VNCH
Genasis Bells - Aud

Step Parenting Group - PC2

Wednesday, February 10, 2010
Exercise Program - Aud
Honickman Ministry

Religious Education Program - PC
Pilates - Aud

Thursday, February 11, 2010
Rosemont Manor Mass
Walking with Purpose - Aud
Bible Study - PC2

Friday, February 12, 2010
OFFICE CLOSED® Lenten Staff Retreat

Saturday, February 13, 2010
Living in Love Weekendd PC & Aud
Baptism-RMCH

Sunday, February 14, 2010
No Word of God
Rosemont Village Prayer Service

10:30AM
7:30PM

10:00AM
2:30PM
7:00PM
7:30PM
7:30PM
7:30PM
7:30PM

10:00AM

12:45PM
4:30PM
6:00PM

2:00PM

9:30AM

10:30AM

5:00PM

10:30AM

Coffee and Donuts

A Coffee and Doughnuts gathering will be held
February 7th after the 9:00AM mass in the Rosemont

auditorium.

The event is hosted by the Stewardship Council
and everyone is welcome. It is a great way to meet your

fellow parishioners.
Please join us.
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UPDATE ON THE PICTURES FROM THE FAMILY LIFE
ADVENT GIVING TREE, 2009 VILLANOVA GIRLS BASKETBALL GAME

Thank you for your generous financial support of the
joint parish and Campus Ministry Advent Angel Gift buying
ministry for five inner-city faith communities.

Here is our report:

$11,341.25 was received from selling Angels
$9,668.12 was spent for gifts by parishioners
$1,673.13 This amount will be split 5 ways
($334.60 per faith community) to be
used to directly benefit a parish family
(fuel or electric).
Thank you so much!

Thank you, Thank you!

To Dr . David Burton for h
Schol aro at our Parish For um.

To the Family Life Committee for a fun day at the
Pavilion to watch the Villanc

St. Thomas Reads: One Book One Parish
committee wants to thank all those who bought socks to the
Martin Luther King Service Day activities. 144 pairs were
sent to PROJECT H.O.M.E. Thank you!

St. Thomas of Villanova
American Red Cross Blood Drive
Monday, March 8, 2010

Rosemont Auditorium
1:30pm7:30pm
OoMore than 1 Million NEW people are diagnosed with
cancer each year é Many of them will need blood,
sometimes daily, during their C“emBéfhé’oﬁQWebéﬁéduﬁFdh‘ . 0
The #1 reason donors say they give blood is because Make your appointment today
they fAwant to help others.o (CallParish Coordinator,
You can sign up on-line at www.pleasegiveblood.org/donate Carole Grace at 61525-1353.

Use Sponsor Code: 4051



