
 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

JANUARY 17, 2010 

Stewardship Thought for the Week 

“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
for some benefit.”                      1 Corinthians 12:7 
 
St. Paul tells us that God has blessed each of us for a 
reason.  How has God blessed you?  Are you using your 
gifts according to God‟s plan, helping to do His work here 
on earth?  Remember that if you don‟t do the work God 
planned for you, no one else can do it.  

 

     From the Pastor… 

 

 

 

 Dear Friends! 
 What an extraordinary evening, meeting and 
listening to Sr. Mary Scullion, RSM this past Monday.  Her 
work with the homeless in Philadelphia has been a model 
for so many who are concerned about those without a place 
to live.  We had one of the best turnouts for a speaker that I 
have seen here at St. Thomas.  She, along with Hyacinth 
King, who was once homeless, inspired everyone there.  I 
am so grateful for the involvement of so many parishioners 
who give of their time and talent to help in the many 
ministries we have in the parish which try to help those you 
are homeless.  At the end of her talk, Gerri Burton 
presented a check to Sr. Mary for Project Home in the 
amount of $2,586.80 which was our tithe from last 
weekend's collection, plus two additional contributions 
totaling $120.00. 
 This week we celebrate Martin Luther King Day and 
there will be wonderful opportunities for adults, teens and 
youth to be involved in some type of service to those in 
need.  Please pray for the success of all the activities of the 
day.  I know that so many go to help others but they also 
receive so much in return. 
 We are in the last two weeks of the Archdiocesan 
Campaign, Heritage of Faith, Vision of Hope.  Your support 
is deeply appreciated as we wind down our campaign.  If 
you already have a pledge card I ask that you return it by 
January 31st which is the final day of our participation in the 
campaign. 
 I know so many plan things ahead.  I ask that you 
put our Lenten Retreat on your calendar.  It will be held in 
the Rosemont Chapel on the Thursday evenings during 
Lent.  I am so excited to have Dr. Peter Spitaler and Fr. 
Joseph Farrell, O.S.A., from the staff at Villanova University 
as our presenters.  The theme of the Retreat is Celebrating 
the Paschal Mystery: Our Journey to New Life.  The 
combination of the four nights will be completely enriching 
but each night will have a specific theme that can stand on 
it's own.  Please put the Thursdays in March aside for a 
wonderful spiritual experience. 
 Right before Lent begins there will be an opportunity 
to attend Godspell which is being performed at the 
Villanova Church.  Fr. David Cregan, O.S.A. is directing the 
presentation.  The performances will be from February 9th 
to the 13th.  More specific information will be found in the 
bulletin in the near future. 
 We just finished the Christmas season and we are 
already speaking about Lent!! Lent begins a little over a 
month away since Ash Wednesday is February 17th.  At 
least we have a little breather between before Lent! 
 
Peace, 
 
Fr. Rich 
 
   

SECOND SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME                               
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Monday           1 Sm 15:16-23; Mk 3:18-22   
Tuesday           1 Sm 16:1-13; Mk 3:23-28   
Wednesday      1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Mk 3:1-6             
Thursday          1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Mk 3:7-12         
Friday            1 Sm 24:3-21;  Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday           2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; Mk 3:20-21   
Sunday              Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10; 1 Cor 12:12-30 or      
                          12:12-14, 27; Lk 1:1-4, 4:14-21                      

“Masses in Interpreted American Sign Language” 
     On the Second and Fourth Sunday of each month, we 
have scheduled an American Sign Language Interpreter for 
our 9:00am Mass in the Rosemont Chapel.  The Interpreter 
will be here on January 24, 2010.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heritage of Faith-Vision of Hope  

Campaign Update 
 

We’re Getting Closer to our Goal! 
 Through your generosity, we 

 have raised $950,920 
or  70%  of our parish goal  

of $1,350.000 for the  
Archdiocesan Campaign 

Heritage of Faith-Vision of Hope 
 

January will be our last opportunity to reach our 
goal.  We will have volunteer parishioners 

phoning again this month and every pledge we 
receive gets us closer to our goal so we really 
need your support.! Thank you to all who have 
volunteered in the past to make phone calls, all 

who have made their pledges, and all who 
continue to support this 

campaign 
 
 
 
 

      Heritage of Faith  -  Vision of Hope Prayer 

Heavenly Father  
For two hundred years you have blessed the 

Church of Philadelphia.  
Your faith-filled people have humbly sacrificed their time, 

talent and treasure in building a community of believers with 
Jesus Christ as our foundation and cornerstone.  We look 

to the future with grateful hearts.  
Instill in us the desire to share our heritage of Faith and to 

invite others to embrace our vision of Hope. 
Under the guidance of your Holy Spirit and the patronage of 

our Blessed Mother, Saint John Neumann and Saint 
Katharine Drexel, may your Kingdom continue to grow 

within the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.   
Through their intercession and the generosity of many, may 

our Heritage of Faith ~ Vision of Hope campaign  
be successful.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

 Amen 
 

 

 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.  

HOLIDAY 

DAY OF SERVICE 

 

 

On Monday, January 18, 2010 

the daily Mass is 

scheduled for 

9:00am in the Rosemont Chapel. 
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Monday, January 18, 2010  - Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Daily Mass—RMCH                                                      9:00AM        
PRESCHOOL CLOSED   
MLK Day of Service 
Staff Meeting  - PC4                                                     1:30PM 
Finance Council Meeting—PC1                                    7:30PM          
 
Tuesday, January 19, 2010 
BP Screening after 12:05 Mass 
Eldernet—Auditorium                                                     2:00PM 
OLBS Mentors                                                                2:30PM 
Red Cross  - PC1                                                           6:00PM 
Bible Study  - PC4                                                          7:00PM 
Youth Group  - High School                                           7:30PM  
Step Parenting Group  - PC2                                         7:30PM                                                 
Choir Practice VNCH                                                      7:30PM   
 
Wednesday, January 20, 2010 
Exercise Program  - Aud                                               10:00AM 
Honickman Ministry                                             12:45PM 
Religious Education Program  - PC                                4:30PM 
Pilates  - Aud                                                                  6:00PM 
New Horizons Group  - PC1                                           7:00PM  
 
Thursday, January 21, 2010 
Walking with Purpose  -  Aud                                         9:30AM 
Bible Study  - PC2                                                        10:30AM 
Rosemont Manor Mass                                                  2:00PM 
Catechist Meeting  - PC2                                               7:00PM 
 
Friday, January 22, 2010 
March for Life Bus to Washington, DC                           7:00AM 
Respect Life Holy Hour  - Exposition of the  
            Blessed Sacrament after 12:05 Mass 
 
Saturday, January 23, 2010 
      
Sunday, January 24, 2010 
Word of God                                                                    9:00AM           
Religious Education Program                                        10:10AM 
Rosemont Village Prayer Service                                  10:30AM 
RCIA                                                                               11:45AM  
Baptism-VNCH                                                               12:00PM                                                                

Schedule of  Events for the 
week of:   January 17, 2010          

Recitation of the Rosary 
After the daily Liturgy. 

   (Monday through Saturday)            

FAMILY LIFE COMMITTEE 
is hosting a 

St. Thomas of Villanova 
Parenting Series 

(for parents of children 5 years of age and over) 

 
4 Tuesday Nights:  January 19, 26, 2010 
        February 2, 9, 2010 

February 16th  (make up date, in  
                                                             case of snow)  
                               7:30pm to 9:00pm in the Rosemont  
                                               Parish Center 
 
Facilitated by:  Florence Sturm, Parent Educator from  
                               Family Forum  

 
Topics to be covered in the Series: 
 *  Raising Kids With Confidence! 
             (Both yours and theirs) 
 *  How to Listen More and Talk Less 
             (and more effectively to our kids) 
 *  Why Does My Child Misbehave? 
 *  How Can I Discipline More Effectively? 
 
There is a $25.00 registration fee per parent or couple for 
this special series.  To register, please place this completed 
registration form along with the registration fee in the 
offertory basket at Liturgy or you can mail or drop this form 
off at the parish center.  Questions?  Call Anne Murphy at 
610-525-4801or email service@stv.comcastbiz.net 

 
Name: 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________  Email: __________________ 
 
Ages of your children: ___________________________ 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICE 
     Today, we take up the Catholic Relief Services 
Collection.  You are invited to give hope to Jesus in 
disguise.  Give hope to the community that has lost its 
livelihood to a crop disease.  Give hope to the refugee child, 
separated from her mother.  Give hope to the immigrant, 
trying to keep faith alive in a foreign land.   
     The Catholic Relief Services Collection helps to fund 
programs that give hope to refugees, immigrants, and the 
impoverished, including victims of war, natural disaster, and 
drought.  Through humanitarian, economic, pastoral, and 
advocacy efforts, the Catholic Relief Services Collection 
gives hope.   
     Please be generous in today‟s Collection.  
      

RESPECT LIFE HOLY HOUR 

EXPOSITION OF THE 

 BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Friday, January 22, 2010 
       
  
 The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for one 
hour following the 12:05 Mass in the Rosemont Chapel of 
St. Thomas of Villanova.   
 Please join us for this hour of prayer and reflection.    
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
 
PRAYERLINE 
The parish prayerline is waiting for your prayer request. 
This week call the parish center to activate the parish 
prayerline. Two parish teams are available for your special 
intentions.     
 
PROJECT HOPE 
Project Hope is a transportation ministry for our Parish. If 
you need a ride to your medical appointments or to food 
shop this week, please call the parish center.  Please give 
at least 3 days notice.    
 
DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP 
Dinners to the Doorstep ministers to parish families who are 
in crisis or to parish couples welcoming a new baby home. 
Homemade dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators 
keep a list of volunteers for this ministry and volunteers are 
called as needed. If you are in need of this delicious 
community support, please call the parish center. 
 
ST. FRANCIS INN 
     We are forming a parish work group to serve the midday 
meal at the St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday, 
February 21st.   The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily 
needs of the poor and homeless people they serve with 
food, clothing and hospitality.   
    For more information and to sign up, contact our parish 
center.  
 
                          
 
 

 
MARCH FOR LIFE  
     The Annual March for Life will be held on Friday, 
January 22nd.  We will be joining Villanovans for Life on 
their bus which will head to Washington, D.C. to 
commemorate the Supreme Court‟s decision on Roe v. 
Wade.  
     The bus will leave the university at 7:00am and will 
return by 8:00pm.  A $10.00 donation is suggested.  Come 
and be a voice for all those who will never have one. 
     Email Villanovansforlife@gmail.com or call 610-519-
4486. 
 

The Family Life Committee of 

St. Thomas of Villanova 

Invites you to 

 

Villanova Women’s Basketball Team Game 
vs. 

Seton Hall University  
 

Saturday, January 30, 2010 at 2:00pm 
at the Villanova Pavilion 

 

 
 

Refreshments 
for Parishioners at Halftime 

 
RSVP A MUST  -  Tickets for those who have 

Pre-registered will be available at the Family Life Table 
in the lobby of the Pavilion. 

******************************************************** 
RSVP by January 25, 2010. 
 
FAMILY NAME ____________________________ 
 
Phone ___________________________________ 
 
Number of Adults _____  Number of Children ______ 
 
Return to parish center, put in collection basket, email 
Kathy Roethlein at office@stv.comcastbiz.net  
Please join us for a fun-filled afternoon. 
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URGENT: USCCB NATIONWIDE BULLETIN INSERT 
Stop Abortion Funding in Health Care Reform! 

Protect Conscience  -  Ensure Affordable Health Coverage 
Allow Immigrants to Purchase Private Health Insurance 

 
     As long-time advocates of health care reform, the U.S. Catholic bishops continue to make the moral case that genuine 
health care reform must protect the life, dignity, consciences and health of all, especially the poor and vulnerable. Health 
care reform should not advance a pro-abortion agenda in our country. 
- On November 7, the U.S. House of Representatives passed major health care reform that reaffirms the essential, 
longstanding and widely supported policy against using federal funds for elective abortions and includes positive measures 
on affordability and immigrants. 
- On December 24, the U.S. Senate rejected this policy and passed health care reform that requires federal funds to help 
subsidize and promote health plans that cover elective abortions. All purchasers of such plans will be required to pay for 
other people‟s abortions through a separate payment solely to pay for abortion. 
- Outside the abortion context, neither bill has adequate conscience protection for health care providers, plans or employers. 
- These two bills must now be combined into one bill that both the House and Senate will vote on in final form. Provisions 
against abortion funding and in favor of conscience protection, affordability, and immigrants‟ access to health care must be 
part of a fair and just health care reform bill, or the final bill must be opposed. 
 
ACTION: Contact your Representative and Senators today by e-mail, phone or FAX. 
- To send a pre-written, instant e-mail to Congress go to www.usccb.org/action. 
- Call the U.S. Capitol switchboard at: 202-224-3121, or call your Members‟ local offices. 
   Contact info can be found on Members‟ web sites at www.house.gov & www.senate.gov. 
 
MESSAGE—HOUSE: 
“I am pleased that the House health care bill maintains the longstanding policy against federal funding of abortion. I urge you 
to work to uphold essential provisions against abortion funding, to include full conscience protection and to assure that 
health care is accessible and affordable for all. Until and unless these criteria are met, I urge you to oppose 
the final bill.” 
MESSAGE—SENATE: 
“I am deeply disappointed that the Senate health care bill fails to maintain the longstanding policy against federal funding of 
abortion and does not include adequate protection for conscience. I urge you to support essential provisions against abortion 
funding, similar to those in the House bill. Include full conscience protection and assure that health care is 
accessible and affordable for all. Until and unless these criteria are met, I urge you to oppose the final bill.” 
WHEN: Votes in the House and Senate on the final bill are expected in January. 
Act today! Thank You! 
 

STEWARDSHIP THANK YOU LETTER…. 
    January, 2010 
 
Dear Parishioners: 
     Thank you for enriching our celebration of Christmas 
with the generous gifts our resident‟s received on Christmas 
Day through the Advent Giving Tree.   They all were so 
pleased and the gifts were perfect for each ONE!!!  You all 
did an extra specially good job! 
     Our prayers of gratitude are ongoing and we hope that 
all of you have a most blessed and joy-filled New Year!  
     You will be remembered with gratitude in our daily 
prayers during the New Year, especially during the Mass 
offered each month for our friends and benefactors.  
 
  In the Heart of Jesus, 
 
  Sr. Veronica Susan of Mary, L.S.P. 
  The Little Sisters of the Poor 
                               and our elderly Residents 

ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA  

 

MEN’S SPIRITUALITY CONFERENCE 

 
  Men of the Parish, come to the Men‟s Spirituality 
Conference, Be Reconciled to the Lord, Saturday, March 
13, 2010 at Archbishop Ryan High School for a day of 
fellowship and inspiration. 
 
     Hear baseball great Mike Piazza, Catholic 
Evangelist Jesse Romero, and Police Commissioner 
Charles Ramsey address Catholic men of the Archdiocese 
on the role of faith in their lives.  Additionally, Cardinal 
Rigali will celebrate the closing Mass.  
 
 For additional information and online registration, to 
www.archphila.org and look for the Men‟s Spirituality 

Conference Logo, or call 215-587-5639. 
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St. Thomas of Villanova Parishioners  

are invited to a Parish Forum 

 
                
               Monday, January 25, 2010 at 12:45pm 
        after the 12:05 Mass in the Rosemont Auditorium 

No RSVP is necessary. 
Bring your own lunch, beverages provided. 

 
Topic of Forum: 

“Citizen Soldier to Scholar: 
A Personal Memoir of World War II”  

 
 

Presenter: Dr. David Burton                        

 
Parishioner Dr. David Burton is a professor emeritus of 
history and former Chair of the History Dept at St. Joseph‟s 
University.  Author, co-author and/or editor of twenty-five  
books.  

 
 
      
 
 
                       
 

 The Faith Community of  St. Thomas of 
Villanova is pleased to offer  

Living in Love 

            February 13-14, 2010 
          Please treat yourselves to this extraordinary 
experience for the sake of our community, yourselves, and 
your children.  
          If you are considering sponsoring an engaged couple 
for the parish this workshop is also the initial training for 
“Preparing to Live in Love” our parish pre-marriage 
mentoring program. 
 Living in Love is a mini retreat workshop for 
married couples designed to energize the romance and 
renew the excitement of being in love.    
     A Mission to Love… Couples who stay 
successfully and happily married have made marriage their 
mission.  They choose not to „settle down‟ but instead adopt 
a proactive approach to put the fun and delight into being a 
man and a woman in love.  This day and a half parish-
based event provides the inspiration and insight that 
enables each couple to create the lifestyle and marriage 
they have always dreamed of.  Clearly there is a difference 
between loving and being “in love”.  Living in Love offers 
liberating insight into how differently men and women prefer 
to achieve intimacy and helps couples get in touch with the 
resources that draw them to each other and fuel their 
passion.   
 The cost is $100 per couple and includes all 
materials, refreshments, and a romantic Saturday evening 
meal. 
          For more information about time schedule, topics, and 
cost please visit:  www.livinginlove.org .  You may register 
online or fill out the following form and drop it at the parish 
center or in the Sunday collection. 
 

Living in Love Registration Form: 
 

Wife‟s Name: __________________________ 
Religion:  ______________________________ 
Husband‟s Name: _______________________ 
Religion: ______________________________ 
Parish: _______________________________ 
Phone: ____________________   
Email _________________________ 
 
Breast feeding babies can be cared for at the retreat.  
Babysitting can be arranged upon request.   For more 
information, please call Dave and Stephanie D‟Archangelo 
at 610-489-4869 or darkangels5@verizon.net.  

THE MOM’S OF YOUNG CHILDREN GROUP 

invite you to a 

 

Pizza and Movie Night 

Friday, February 5th 

in the Rosemont Auditorium 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Movie:  “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs” 

 

RSVP TO: 

stthomasmoms@yahoo.com  

 

      Children can wear their PJ’s.  

http://www.livinginlove.org/
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JOIN HANDS IN SERVICE ON  
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY OF SERVICE 

JANUARY 18, 2010 
                     

 
 
 
 
 
 

SPONSORED BY 
ST. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA, 

OUR MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL 
and 

ST. KATHARINE OF SIENA PARISHES 
   BE  A  PART OF OUR DAY OF COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 
 

Children’s Global Craft Fair- 10:00AM-11:00AM 
For young children at St. Thomas of Villanova in the 
Rosemont Auditorium- make crafts for poor children in 
South Dakota and around the world. 
Hear stories and see pictures of the children you are 
helping 
Call Coordinator:  Denise Rinear-Steele 267-251-6050 or 
email: Denise.Rinear@gmacbank.com 
 
Fellowship Lunch & Activities – 10:00AM-2:00PM 
     For Middle School Teens at Our Mother of Good 
Counsel Gym, Bryn Mawr  
     Join with less fortunate children from Philadelphia for 
lunch and multiple stewardship projects. 
RSVP a must!   Call Coordinators: Joe and  Karen Carey 
610-525-0147-ext 258 or email:kcarey@omgcparish.org or 
jcarey@omgcparish.org 
 
Aid for Friends 10:00 am-12 p.m. 
Adults, teens and their families can meet in St. Katharine‟s 
Parish Center. You will assemble single trays of well 
balanced meals for the Aid for Friends program.  Bring a 
cooked main entrée for dinners that will be assembled, e.g. 
meatloaf, ham or chicken.  Call coordinator Beth Oliver 610
-964-8587 or email elizoliver@verizon.net  
 
Service projects are available for you all over the Greater 
Delaware Valley. Trips are open to middle school students, 
high school students and adults.  Please see outreach flyer 
or access online at www.stthomasofvillanova.org, click on 
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES. 
 
Every man must decide whether he will walk in the light of 

creative altruism or the darkness of selfishness. 
Life‟s most persistent and urgent question is 

What are you doing for others? 
 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

White socks for the homeless 
DROP OFF 

 STV  Rosemont Auditorium 
10AM- 11AM 

WALDRON MERCY ACADEMY 
 
Waldron Mercy Academy (WMA), a 2009 Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence, located in Merion Station, PA., offers 
a Montessori program for children ages three to six, and a 
pre-k, kindergarten and elementary school. To learn more 
about WMA, please call Sr. Joellen at 610-664-9847,  ext 
113 or email at  jmcdonnell@waldronmercy.org 
 
Please join us for our Open House: 
            Wednesday, January 20, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
            Tuesday, February 2, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. 

   

Thank you!!  
 For an incredible Women‟s Evening with Sr. Mary 
Scullion, R.S.M.   Special thanks to Susan Fitzgerald and 
her helpers for coordinating this event for parish women.   

Is one of your New Year’s 

resolutions to  

improve your health and well being? 

 
          Try beginner Yoga on Wednesday nights from 
6:15pm to 7:00pm in the Rosemont Auditorium.  We also 
have Pilates from 7:00pm to 8:00pm on Wednesday 
evenings. 
 
 For more information and to register call Wendy at 
484-716-6581 or workoutwithwendy.com  

WHITE SOCKS FOR PROJECT H.O.M.E. 
 
 As part of our parish One Book One Parish 
program we are working with Project H.O.M.E. to help the 
homeless by asking for a donation of a pair of white crew 
socks for men and women.  
 Project H.O.M.E. is an organization working with 
people to end the cycle of homelessness. H.O.M.E. stands 
for Housing, Opportunities for Employment, Medical Care, 
Education. 
 Please have your children bring some white socks 
to the Rosemont Auditorium (10:00am—11:00am) on 
Martin Luther King Day of Service (January 18th) or you 
can drop them off at the Parish Center before January 20th.  
The Parish Center is open from 9:00am to 4:30pm.  
 Thank you for your participation in this special 
cause.  

http://www.stthomasofvillanova.org/
mailto:jmcdonnell@waldronmercy.org
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New Horizons  
 Careers in Transition  

 

  

 Experiencing job loss or transition in the 
workplace?  New Horizons is a program to assist people in 
search of new employment.  Focused on developing the 
tools and skills essential for success, New Horizons 
sponsors a networking group which meets at the STV 
parish center.  The group provides members a forum to 
network in a peer group environment, make contacts and 
exchange ideas in an atmosphere of mutual support. 
  
 Please provide your contact information to Paul 
Frank @ STVNewHorizons@yahoo.com  or call the parish 
center, 610-525-4801. 
 

FROM THE PEACE & JUSTICE  COMMITTEE... 
Care of God’s Creation….The Journey of Creation 
Continues to the Fourth Day 

We are continuing our journey through the creation 
story so that we can fully appreciate the wonder of creation 
and our stewardship relationship to all of God‟s creation. 
We use the Celtic tradition to get in touch with the wonder 
and our relationship to creation because this tradition tells 
the creation story so beautifully. The Fourth day is about 
the Harmony of God. 
 And God said, „Let there be lights in the sky…to 
give light upon the earth.”  And it was so.  God made the 
two great lights-the greater light to rule the day and the 
lesser light to rule the night-and the stars.  
                                          (Genesis 1:14-16) 

The unbridled wind of God‟s creativity gives birth 
not only to the „beautiful firmness‟ of the earth on the third 
day, but now to the lights of the skies on the fourth day.  
The sun, moon, and stars, in their harmonies of movement 
and light, are further theophanies or showings of God.  The 
sun by day and the moon by night declare the mystery of 
God. In the Celtic tradition, there was the belief that a love 
of the lights of the skies, like a love of any aspect of 
creation, brought with it a type of grace from God.  The 
mystery at the heart of creation is Love. 

The Celtic peoples saw the light of the sun in 
masculine terms; just as the light of the moon was seen as 
feminine.  The associations of the sun‟s brilliance of 
strength were with power and outward energy. It was 
identified with clarity, with seeing things by the light of day, 
and thus with reason and intellect. The light of the moon 
was seen as soft and gentle.  It was identified with the 
intuitive and with the flow of feeling and emotion.  It had 
associations with the rhythm of the seasons, the ebb and 
flow of the tides.  The light of the moon does not banish the 
dark as the sun does, flooding the world with its light.  
Rather, the moon is like a lamp in the night.  It knows the 
night rather than fearing it.  Darkness is allowed its space, 
and mystery is revealed. 

To speak of the mystery of God‟s life is to speak 
also of the mystery of our lives, for we are made in the 
image of God.  The essence of who we are, therefore, is 
neither masculine nor feminine.  At heart we are an 
unfathomable mystery, deeper than any such categories.  
And yet there are manifestations from within us of both the 
masculine and the feminine.  Our inner world is a 
microcosm of the outer.  We know within ourselves a 
combination of light.  There is intellect and intuition, just as 
there is reason as well as feeling.  The Celtic tradition 
celebrates the marriage of the two, both within ourselves 
and in relationship.  It encourages a discovery of the hidden 
depths of who we are and an integration of these with what 
we already know.  God is the beauty that is within 
everything that has been created, and His beauty draws all 
things to Himself.  The nature of God is love, and that this 
Love wills to be loved by all.  At the heart of who we are is a 
longing for Love. 
Meditate on the words derived from Job 38, “You give birth to the 
lights of the skies.”  Allow images and memories of the sun, moon 
and stars to be recalled within you. 

 

Volunteers needed! 
 
A Baby's Breath is an organization dedicated to helping 
women dealing with crisis pregnancies.  We are in need of 
volunteers to help out at our Main Line center.  Open 
houses will be held at the center-which is located at 827 W. 
Lancaster Ave in Bryn Mawr, on February 1st and 8th from 
7-9pm.  Please join us to see where your time and talent 
can be used as a witness to God's love in helping mothers 
and families in need.  A Baby's Breath Main Line is at 827 
W. Lancaster Avenue, in Bryn Mawr.  For more information 
call: Sheri at 484.868.0720 

Mother of Divine Providence 
 Early Childhood Open House: 1/21 at 7 p.m. 

  
 Mother of Divine Providence School invites you to 
attend its Early Childhood Open House on Thursday, Jan. 
21 at 7 p.m. beginning in Providence Hall.  MDP offers Pre-
Kindergarten  for 3- and 4-year-olds, full- and half-day 
Kindergarten, and extended care from 7 a.m. to 6 
p.m.  First grade is also included in the Open House.  At the 
event, you can register for the upcoming school year to 
reserve a spot ahead of the crowds as well as tour the 
facilities and meet with the principal, teachers and extended 
care representatives.   The focus of the evening is on 
parents and teachers so that you have the information 
needed to make a solid choice for your child's personal, 
educational and spiritual formation. While young children 
may attend, we recommend bringing them to other activities 
in the spring that are suited to their age and level of 
interest. Please contact the school office at 610-265-2323 
with questions.  The school is located at 405 Allendale Rd. 
in King of Prussia. Check out the website of our Middle 
States Accredited school at http://MDPschool.com. Mother 
of Divine Providence School - a partnership with parents in 
the education process! 
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